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Section	1	–	Farm	Characteristics	

The following questions have to do with your farm operation, including how your land is allocated to 
different uses, how you manage your land in production, and how rental agreements are arranged. We 
use this information to understand how the characteristics of a farm influence land use decisions. 
  

1. How large was your total farm operation (owned and rented land) this past growing season? For 
total acres, include cropland, woodland, pasture, wasteland, land in farmsteads, and land in 
government programs.   

 
Total farm size: __________ acres  

 
2. How much land did you have in each category this past growing season?  Please enter the 

number of acres for each category (if none, please write 0)  
 
a. Total cropland _________________ acres 
 i. Corn      _____________ acres 
 ii. Soy      _____________ acres 
 iii. Wheat and other small grains      _____________ acres 
 iv. Hay _____________ acres 
 v. Specialty crops (e.g., vegetables)      _____________ acres 
 vi. Other crops (specify): _________________      _____________ acres 
b. Livestock (i.e., land in pasture, feedlots, etc.) _________________ acres 
c. Woodland _________________ acres 
d. Land retired in conservation programs (e.g., 

CRP, WRP)   _________________ acres 

e. Other land in dedicated conservation (e.g., filter 
strips, wetlands – not in-field practices like no-
till, cover crops) 

_________________ acres 

f. Other (specify) __________________________ _________________ acres 
 

3. What is the typical crop rotation for the majority of your cropland? (Please fill in the crop in each 
year of your typical rotation.) 
 

 Crop 
Year 1:  
Year 2:  
Year 3:  
Year 4:  
Year 5:  

 
4. What were the average yields for the major crops grown on your farm last year? (Check the box if 

you did not grow that crop this past year.) 
 

Corn  ______________________________bu/acre ¨ did not grow 
Soybeans  ______________________________bu/acre ¨ did not grow 
Wheat  ______________________________bu/acre ¨ did not grow 
Other crop: _________________________ yield: _________________________ 

      Other crop: _________________________ yield: _________________________ 
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Section	1	–	Farm	Characteristics	

5. Did you plant any cover crops (not including hay or winter wheat) after the 2018 harvest? 
¨  Yes → please list the crop(s) or mix cover crop(s): ________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________ 
  ____________________________________________ 

¨ No → skip to Question 7 

6. On what proportion of your land, approximately, did you plant cover crops after the 2018 harvest? 
_________________% of all harvested cropland acres 
 

7. Did you use any filtering or trapping practices (e.g., filter strips, riparian buffers, wetlands) to 
reduce erosion or capture nutrient runoff from your land in 2018?  
 
¨  Yes →  please specify: _______________________________    ¨ No → skip to Question 9 
 

8. What % of your total harvested cropland acres drain into or across filtering or trapping practice?             
_________________% of all harvested cropland acres 

 

9. On approximately what proportion of your cropland do you typically use each type of tillage in 
your typical rotation, based on the definitions below? 

Conventional 
(inversion tillage and/or system that leaves < 30% residue after planting) ___________________% 

Conservation 
(discing/chiseling system that leaves > 30% residue after planting) ___________________% 

Rotational No-Till 
(no soil tillage disturbance or full pass tillage in yearly rotation with other 
forms of tillage and leaves > 50-60% residue after planting) ___________________% 

Continuous No-Till 
(never tilled, planting directly into crop residue every year) ___________________% 

10. Do you currently lease or use any farmland for alternative energy (e.g., wind, solar) production? 

¨  Yes, wind energy → Number of turbines: _____________ 
¨  Yes, solar energy → Number of acres:     _____________ 
¨  No    

11. Did you receive any income from livestock or poultry raised on your farm in 2018?  
    ¨  Yes→ How many of each did you raise or manage in 2018? (Please fill in the number below) 

       ______ Dairy cows  
       ______ Beef cows 
       ______ Calves, heifers and/or feeders  
       ______ Swine (one-time capacity) 
       ______ Poultry (one-time capacity) 
       ______ Other ________________ 

 
    ¨  No → skip to Question 13   
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Section	1	–	Farm	Characteristics	

12. Is your farm registered with your state as a permitted livestock operation (Illinois- CAFO, 
Indiana- CAFO/CFO, Michigan- CAFO, Ohio- CAFF, Wisconsin- CAFO)?   
 
¨  Yes  ¨  No 

 
13. Do you own any land that you rented out to others that they had under production in 2018?
	

¨  Yes: Total number of acres rented to others: ________________acres ¨  No	
	

14. Was any of the land you had under production in 2018 rented from others?  

¨  Yes: Total number of acres rented: __________ acres → Please answer Questions 15 to 21 
¨  No → Please skip to Section 2 (next page)  

15. How many different landlords do you rent land from?  ____________________ landlords 
 

 
16. What is the largest number of acres you rented from a single landlord? _________________ acres 
 
 
17. Thinking of this largest rental contract, do you have a formal written lease agreement with the 

landlord? 

¨  Yes  ¨  No 
 

18. How long have you rented this land?  ____________________ years 
 
 

19. For how many more years are you confident in your ability to keep renting this land? 
¨  2 years or less 
¨  3-5 years 
¨  More than 5 years 

 
20. What are the terms of this particular rental agreement? 

¨  Cash rent, fixed   
¨  Cash rent, flexible 
¨  Cash rent plus a share of crop production 
¨  Share of crop production only  

 
21. Who is primarily responsible for day-to-day management decisions on this rented land? 

¨ Me alone 
¨ Primarily me, with landlord input 
¨ Equally me and my landlord 
¨ Primarily my landlord, with my input 
¨ My landlord alone 
¨ Other_____________________ 
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Section	2	–	Land	Allocation	Scenarios	

This section asks about how you might allocate your farmland if economic conditions were to change 
for an extended period of time. You will be asked about how you would allocate your farmland 
between three uses: commodity production, wind energy production, and land retired under 
conservation programs.  
 
In each scenario, you will be presented with different combinations of three economic conditions: 

• Farm profitability (defined as average per-acre net revenue),  
• The rate of payments to set aside farmland for conservation purposes, and  
• Lease rates for using farmland for wind energy production.  

 
These economic conditions will last either 5 or 10 years, depending on the political climate. 
 
In answering the following questions, assume that:  

• Net revenue per acre is what you receive from crop production, less variable costs such as 
seeds/fertilizer and does not account for land, management, machinery, and equipment costs 

• There is no limit to the amount of land you can enroll in the federal land retirement 
conservation program 

• You will receive a yearly lease payment from a private wind energy company for each turbine 
installed on your land, guaranteed for the duration in the scenario 

o You cannot install more than one wind turbine per 200 acres of your land 
o You must take 1.5 acres out of production for each turbine installed, for access roads 

and the turbine footpad 
• All prices and costs not specified in the scenario are unchanged from current levels 

 
Choice 1: Historically, net revenue, conservation payments, and wind lease payments have been 
roughly as shown in the table below. Suppose that you are faced with the following combination of 
net revenue, conservation payment, and wind turbine lease rate.  
 

Net revenue per acre $215/acre  
Conservation yearly lease payment $120/acre  
Wind turbine yearly lease payment  $6,000/turbine  

 
Given this combination of prices, how would you allocate land to production and conservation on 
your farm? 
 

 acres allocated  

Land in commodity production:  ____________________ 

Land set aside for conservation:  ____________________ 
 
How many wind turbines would you would install, based on the rule of no more than one turbine per 
200 acres and each taking 1.5 acres out of agricultural production? 
 

None 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ 
¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ 
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Section	2	–	Land	Allocation	Scenarios	

 Choice 2: Now, suppose that you are faced with the following combination of net revenue, 
conservation payment, wind energy lease rate, and duration of change.  

Net revenue per acre $325/acre  
Conservation yearly lease payment $180/acre  
Wind energy yearly lease payment  $7,500/turbine 
Duration of change 5 years 

 
Given this combination of prices, how would you allocate land to production and conservation on 
your farm?   ¨ Same as Choice 1 → Skip to Choice 3 
 

 acres allocated 

Land in commodity production:  ____________________ 

Land set aside for conservation:  ____________________ 
 
How many wind turbines would you would install, based on the rule of no more than one turbine per 
200 acres and each taking 1.5 acres out of agricultural production? 
 

None 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ 
¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ 

 
 
 
 
Choice 3: Now, suppose that you are faced with the following combination of net revenue, 
conservation payments, wind energy lease rates, and duration of change.  

Net revenue per acre $100/acre 
Conservation yearly lease payment $90/acre  
Wind energy yearly lease payment  $4,500/turbine  
Duration of change 10 years 

 
Given this combination of prices, how would you allocate land to production and conservation on 
your farm?   ¨ Same as Choice 1 → Skip to Choice 4 

 
How would you allocate your land between land in production and land in conservation?  

 acres allocated 

Land in commodity production:  ____________________ 

Land set aside for conservation:  ____________________ 
 
How many wind turbines would you would install, based on the rule of no more than one turbine per 
200 acres and each taking 1.5 acres out of agricultural production? 
 

None 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ 
¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ 
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Section	2	–	Land	Allocation	Scenarios	

Choice 4: Now, suppose that you are faced with the following combination of net revenue, 
conservation payments, wind energy lease rates, and duration of change.  

Net revenue per acre $0/acre  
Conservation yearly lease payment $60/acre  
Wind energy yearly lease payment  $3,000/turbine 
Duration of change 5 years 

 
Given this combination of prices, how would you allocate land to production and conservation on 
your farm?   ¨ Same as Choice 1 → Skip to Choice 5 

 
How would you allocate your land between land in production and land in conservation?  

 acres allocated 

Land in commodity production:  ____________________ 

Land set aside for conservation:  ____________________ 
 
How many wind turbines would you would install, based on the rule of no more than one turbine per 
200 acres and each taking 1.5 acres out of agricultural production? 
 

None 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ 
¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ 

 
 
 
 
Choice 5: Now, suppose that you are faced with the following combination of net revenue, 
conservation payments, wind energy lease rates, and duration of change.  

Net revenue per acre $430/acre  
Conservation yearly lease payment $240/acre  
Wind energy yearly lease payment  $7,500/turbine 
Duration of change 10 years 

 
Given this combination of prices, how would you allocate land to production and conservation on 
your farm?   ¨ Same as Choice 1 → Skip to Section 3 
 
How would you allocate your land between land in production and land in conservation?  

 acres allocated 

Land in commodity production:  ____________________ 

Land set aside for conservation:  ____________________ 
 
How many wind turbines would you would install, based on the rule of no more than one turbine per 
200 acres and each taking 1.5 acres out of agricultural production? 
 

None 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ 
¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ 
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Section	3	–	Attitudes	and	Beliefs	

We are interested in how different types of farmers might respond to the same economic pressures or 
opportunities. The questions in this section help us understand how you approach decision-making on 
your farm and how you see yourself as an agricultural producer. 
 
1.   Risk management is an everyday part of farming. How would you rate your willingness to take 

risks in the following areas? Please circle the number that best represents your willingness to take 
risks for each. 

 
Better safe 
than sorry 

       Nothing ventured,  
nothing gained 

a. generally, in day-to-day life 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
b. with non-farm investments 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
c. in your occupation as a farmer 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

 
2. This next set of questions has to do with how you deal with the future. Please circle the response 

that best reflects how characteristic each statement is of your approach to decision-making. 
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a. I believe that a person’s day should be planned ahead each morning. -2 -1 0 1 2 

b. Fate determines much in my life. -2 -1 0 1 2 
c. When I want to achieve something, I set goals and consider specific means for 
reaching those goals. -2 -1 0 1 2 

d. Since whatever will be will be, it doesn’t really matter what I do. -2 -1 0 1 2 
e. Meeting tomorrow’s deadlines and doing other necessary work comes before 
tonight’s play or relaxation. -2 -1 0 1 2 

f. You can’t really plan for the future because things change so much. -2 -1 0 1 2 

g. It upsets me to be late for appointments. -2 -1 0 1 2 

h. My life path is controlled by forces I cannot influence. -2 -1 0 1 2 

i. I meet my obligations to friends and authorities on time. -2 -1 0 1 2 
j. It doesn’t make sense to worry about the future since there is nothing I can do 
about it anyway. -2 -1 0 1 2 

k. I take each day as it is rather than try to plan it out. -2 -1 0 1 2 

l. Life today is too complicated; I would prefer the simpler life of the past. -2 -1 0 1 2 

m. I complete projects on time by making steady progress. -2 -1 0 1 2 

n. I make lists of things to do. -2 -1 0 1 2 

o. Often luck pays off better than hard work. -2 -1 0 1 2 

p. I keep working at difficult, uninteresting tasks if they will help me get ahead. -2 -1 0 1 2 
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Section	3	–	Attitudes	and	Beliefs	

3. People have different opinions about what makes a “good farmer”. Please circle the number that 
best represents how important each of the following items is to your definition of a good farmer. 

 
A good farmer is one who… 

 
Not 

important 
at all 

Slightly 
important 

Somewhat 
important Important 

Very 
important 

a. Scouts before spraying for 
pests/weeds/disease 0 1 2 3 4 

b. Puts long-term conservation of farm 
resources before short-term profits 0 1 2 3 4 

c. Uses the latest seed and chemical 
technology 0 1 2 3 4 

d. Maintains or increases soil organic 
matter 0 1 2 3 4 

e. Thinks beyond their own farm to the 
social and ecological health of their 
watershed 

0 1 2 3 4 

f. Gets their crops planted first 0 1 2 3 4 
g. Minimizes nutrient runoff into 
waterways 0 1 2 3 4 

h. Minimizes soil erosion 0 1 2 3 4 
i. Is willing to try new practices and 
approaches 0 1 2 3 4 

j. Has the highest profit per acre 0 1 2 3 4 

k. Manages for both profitability and 
minimization of environmental impact 0 1 2 3 4 

l. Reduces income volatility 0 1 2 3 4 

m. Keeps their fields clean 0 1 2 3 4 

n. Keeps fencerows clear of brush 0 1 2 3 4 
o. Considers the health of streams that run 
through or along their land to be their 
responsibility 

0 1 2 3 4 

p. Has the highest yields per acre 0 1 2 3 4 
q. Maximizes government payments 0 1 2 3 4 

r. Has the most up-to-date equipment 0 1 2 3 4 

s. Minimizes tillage 0 1 2 3 4 

t. Makes sure their farm looks nice from 
the road 0 1 2 3 4 
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Section	4	–	Farmer	Characteristics	

To help us understand how different farmers make decisions, please tell us a few things about 
yourself. 
 

1. Are you:  ¨  Male ¨  Female 
 
 
2. How old are you? _____________ years  
 
 
3. How much formal education have you completed?  
 

¨  Some high school 
¨  High school diploma or equivalent 
¨  Some college, no degree 
¨  Associate’s degree 
¨  Bachelor’s degree 
¨  Graduate or professional degree 

 
4. How many years have you been farming? _____________ years 
 
 
5. How many generations of your family farmed before you? _____________ generations  
 
 
6. How many more years do you expect to personally operate your farm? _____________ years 
 
 
7. When you retire, do you expect you will pass your farm down to a member of your immediate 

family? 
 

¨  Yes      ¨  No       ¨  Not sure 
 
 
8. Which of the following best describes your primary role in the farm operation? (Check all that 

apply) 
 

¨  Sole manager/decision maker   
¨  Co-manager (with my child)      
¨  Co-manager (with my parent)  
¨  Co-manager (with my spouse)  
¨  Owner (but not involved w/day-to-day farm decisions) 
¨  Other: _____________________ 
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Section	4	–	Farmer	Characteristics	

9. What is the ratio of total liabilities (debts) to the value of total assets for your farming operation? 
¨  0% (no debts) 
¨  1 - 20% 
¨  21-40% 
¨  41 – 60% 
¨  60 – 80% 
¨  80% or more 
¨  Not sure 

 
10. Dd you or your spouse receive off-farm income in 2018?   

         ¨  Yes      ¨  No (if no, skip to #12) 

 
11. If you or your spouse received off-farm income, approximately what proportion of your total 

household income came from off-farm sources in 2018? 
¨  Less than 25%   
¨  26-50%  
¨  51-75%  
¨  76% or more 

 
 
12. Are you retired from an occupation other than farming? 

¨  Yes  ¨  No 
 
 

13. How much do you oppose or support wind energy development in your community? 

¨  Strongly opposed to it   
¨  Somewhat opposed to it 
¨  Neither opposed nor support it 
¨  Somewhat support it 
¨  Strongly support it 
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THANK YOU!  Please let us know of any other comments you have about how you currently 
allocate land to different uses on your farm, or how those decisions might be made in the future. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


